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At the meeting on the 22 June, I offered to write in reponse to several questions from various
committee members. I have listed these responses below, and would be happy to offer any
further clarification the committee may require.

Elaine Murray asked about progress with the action in the second National Planning
Framework action programme to develop a National Ecological Network potentially
encompassing large strategic habitat restoration projects.

The lead partner for this action is Scottish Natural Herritage, and I attach as an Annex, a
note prepared by SNH on the progress they have made. As well as progress in developing
tools and methodologies, there are encouraging signs of moves to reflect the National
Ecological Network in Development Plans. The Scottish Government's own Land Use
Strategy, and the action plan that is in development, will help to advance the delivery of a
network. The note also contains some information about developing large scale projects, and
SNH's work on measuring natural capital, that was also mentioned by Elaine Murray.

You will be interested to know that we intend to publish a National Planning Framework
Monitoring Report after the summer recess and that an announcement on the revision of the
NPF will be made at that time.

Alex Fergusson asked about our woodland expansion targets, their impact on agricultural
production and the loss of woodland cover associated with wind farm developments.

As you will know, I have recently announced the establishment of an advisory group to help
identify which types of land are best for tree planting in the context of other land-based
objectives. This will include representatives from both the farming and forestry industries.
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As far as wind farms are concerned, we have made it clear that where woodland is removed
in association with development, such as wind farms, there will be a strong presumption in
favour of compensatory planting. This is reflected in our Policy on control of woodland
removal (published in 2008). However, we recognise that a number of windfarms received
consent before these policies came into operation, and Forestry Commission Scotland is
currently carrying out a survey to provide estimate of the associated level of woodland loss.
The Commission would be pleased to speak further with the Confederation of Forest
Industries about opportunities to undertake compensatory planting.

Jim Hume asked about tree planting on hill tops and peat, and the Forestry Commissions
progess on land ownership stating that, under its repositioning programme, the Forestry
Commission had sold more land than it had bought in the past few years

It is certainly the case that the Commission expects new planting propsals to be well
designed, fitting in with indicative Forest and Woodland Strategies produced by local
authorities and meeting the requirements of the UK Forestry Standard and associated
environmental guidelines. In relation to peat, this means avoiding the establishment of new
forests on soils with peat exceeding 50 cm depth and on sites that would compromise the
hydrology of adjacent bog habitats.

It is true that the Forestry Commission had sold more land than it had bought in the past few
years. However, the Forestry Commission has more generally been selling lower value land
in remoter areas and buying more expensive land to create woodlands nearer to where
people live. Detailed information about this programme, including the area and value of land
sold and purchased, is available on the Commission's website at
http://www .forestry. QOV. uk1website/forestry. nsf/bvu niaue/i nfd-8f8eI5#facts.

Finally, the Committee asked for clarification of the Charette process in relation to planning.

The charette process is a systematic and organised approach for brainstorming and
harnessing ideas and priorities when there are multiple issues to consider and many people
involved. It can be particularly beneficial in dealing with a complex process such master-
planning and community engagement associated with the planning and design of a new
settlement or other large-scale development with multiple interested parties.

A Scottish approach is being explored as a means of supporting some projects. This
approach could embrace the key elements of the modernised planning system in Scotland in
relation to early engagement and a focus on outcomes. Local authorities, developers,
landowners, universities, key agencies such as SEPA and Scottish Water and other
organisations such as A+DS and Planning Aid for Scotland and local communities could
potentially work alongside each other in charette events to develop appropriate design
solutions and masterplans to guide development. The potential wider learning opportunities
arising from such a process would be a key consideration.

RICHARD LOCHHEAD
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FOllOW UP TO RACCE COMMITTEE MEETING OF 22 JUNE 2011

ANNEX: SNH Briefing

Progress report on the second national planning framework's commitments on
establishing a national ecological framework and on large-scale habitat restoration

Reports of progress towards the development and delivery of the National Ecological
Network are regularly set out in the NPF2 Action Programme found at
http://www. scotland .Qov.ukITopics/Built -Environment/planni nQ/National-PlanninQ-
Policv/npf/EcoloQical Network

To date work has centred on

• Ecological network modelling - this was piloted by The Highland Council and SNH
for the A96 corridor east of Inverness. (see
http://www. hiQhland .Qov.uk/vourenvironment/planninQ/developmentplans/local plans/ A
96CorridorQreennetwork.htm )

9 Revised mapping of habitat networks for the Central Scotland Green Network
area - this is being taken forward by SNH through the CSGN partnership. The aims
are twofold: to identify critical areas of fragmentation for targeted action and to inform
development plans. (see http://www.forestrv.Qov.uk/forestrvIlNFD-8GHM3M) These
maps also indentify priority enhancement areas for woodland, wetland and
grasslands. Funding through Rural Priorities within the SRDP or from SNH/ Forestry
Commission's CSGN Development Fund is directed to these areas.

• Setting out proposals for ecological networks within Development Plans. All
strategic and local development plans are expected to make provision for the national
ecological network. For example, Aberdeen City Planning Authority's development
plan (submitted to Government for examination in May) is early evidence of the
approach. (see
http://www.aberdeencitv.Qov.uk/PlanninQ/ldp/pla aldp document map. asp ) Glasgow
and the Clyde Valley Strategic Planning Authority has similarly made proposals
(currently issued for consultation) for an ecological network at a wider strategic level,
including identification of priority areas for expansion of habitat networks, linked where
appropriate to priority areas for forest and woodland expansion (see
http://www.Qcvsd pa.Qov.uk/i maQes/stories/documents/B R08%20Green%20Network%
20Spatial%20Priorities.pdf )

Drawing from this experience and current best practice, SNH is currently preparing material
for Planning Authorities showing how to provide for the National Ecological Network within
their development plans. This includes information about how best to use environmental
data to model networks and make decisions about reverse fragmentation or priority areas for
action.

The land Use Strategy made strong reference to the importance of the National Ecological
Network as a necessary part of taking an ecosystem approach to securing and enhancing
the many services that nature and landscapes provide
(http://www.scotland.Qov.uk/Publications/2011/03/17091927/4). The proposals within the
Strategy and, in due course, the associated action plan will help embed the network in
general land use decisions. General guidance for decision makers was published in March
(see: http://www.scotland.Qov.uk/Publications/2011/03/16083740/0 )
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There can be little doubt that peatlands constitute an important part of Scotland's
ecosystems and an integral role within any ecological network. The Land use Strategy
explicitly recognised this by proposing measures to help secure long-term management of all
land-based carbon stores. Peatland is the largest of these with peaty soils covering more
than a third of Scotland's area - holding over 1600 million tonnes of carbon. In December
the government published an overview and discussion paper about current action to care for
carbon in peatlands (see http://www.scotland.qov.uk/Resource/Doc/921/0109512.pdf).
This drew attention to the importance of soil carbon in Scotland's carbon balance, the need
for its better understanding and accounting, and the critical importance of peatland
restoration. Over 10000 hectares of peatland have been restored but more work is needed.
Rural Priorities within the SRDP can help. Actions to safeguard and build on these carbon
stores have been under detailed investigation by the IUCN Peatland Programmes'
Commission of Inquiry (see http://www.iucn-uk-peatlandproqramme.orq ) Its report was
considered at a conference in Stirling last month. Its recommendations are due later this
summer and will help inform the additional work that is needed.

There is progress on other landscape scale restoration projects. The best known of these
is at Loch Katrine in the Trossachs where the Scottish Forestry Alliance is managing the
largest landscape scale habitat and native woodland expansion project in the UK (see for
example
http://www .forestry .qov. uk/newsrele. nsf/W ebPressReleases/1 B5BBD6BF A490 1058025783
B003BC6DB )

SNH, SEPA, RSPB, Falkirk Council, Clackmannanshire Council and Stirling Council
continue to collaborate towards delivery of ambitions for a major landscape restoration
project in the Upper Forth that could both enhance estuarine and saltmarsh habitats and
enhance local perceptions and enjoyment of the area.

A note on Scotland's Natural Capital Index

SNH is developing methods to assess changes in Scotland's Natural Capital. A project to
develop a Natural Capital Asset (NCA) Index is being undertaken that should provide a new
indicator. It will compliment existing measures (e.g. GDP and carbon emissions) in gauging
Scotland's progress towards a sustainable economy. To determine the level of natural
capital the index measures quality-adjusted habitat area. 'Quality' is assessed by using an
ecosystem services framework, which includes provisioning and cultural service values (for
example, the value for food production). Therefore, it is not just measuring biodiversity. The
NCA index is an annual index (year 2000 is the base year), and it provides an indication of
trends in the capacity of broad habitats to deliver ecosystem services, and, by summing
these, overall natural capital within Scotland. The results from the pilot index, which are
subject to change as the index is further developed, show that natural capital marginally
improved over the last decade (to 2009). Indicative back-projections indicate a substantial
fall in Scotland's natural capital from circa 1950, with this stabilising in the 1990s and a
partial recovery to 2000. There are various causes of this change in natural capital. There
have been long-term losses in grassland and moorland habitats (the latter now stabilising),
but recent gains in other habitats, such as freshwater. The index is currently being refined by
further engagement of external experts as well as taking into account the preferences of the
wider Scottish public. The aim is to release the reformulated and updated index (to include
year 2010) in early December this year, and annually thereafter. Scotland is currently at the
forefront of nations around the world attempting such a detailed annual quantification of their
natural capital
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